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Why Is It So Difficult to Reform WHOs Regionalized Governance Structure?
Jin Jiyong Zheng Xin (29)

[ Abstract JThe WHOs decentralized regional governance structure has been regarded as
an institutional constraint on its efficiency in global health governance. The WHO has
launched rounds of reform on its regional governance structure, but in vain. From a
historical institutionalist perspective, the paper tries to investigate what is behind
WHOs failure to reform, and to analyze the prospect of DNA reform launched by Te-
dros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. According to historical institutionalism, the institutional
choice of an international organization at its founding moment is significantly framed by
the existing institutional arrangement. Once the international organization is established,
the beneficiaries of the institutional choice resist any fundamental institutional change
so as to maintain their vested interest, which result in the path-dependence in institu—
tional development. The paper claims that two factors leads to WHO’s failure to reform
its regional governance structure. For one thing, the WHO chose the decentralized and
regionalized governance structure because such regional health organizations as Pan
American Health Organization had been well-established at its founding moment and its
regional offices were granted with high autonomy in appointing the regional directors
and the budget making consequently. And for another, the regional offices gain in—
creasing returns with their consolidated power in financial and personnel affairs, which
enhances the decentralized path-dependence in the institutional development of the
WHO. This path-dependence of regionalization and decentralization in the WHO heralds
the bleak future of Tedross DNA Reform.

[Key Words Jhistorical institutionalism, World Health Organization, regionalization, in—
creasing returns, global health governance
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Norm, Power and US Freedom of Navigation Project
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[ Abstract JPrevious studies about US Freedom of Navigation Operations ( FONOPs) are
mostly from the perspectives of international norm contestation and power competition.

Understanding  multi-norms and multi-powers  fact is the key,.to .answering this theoreti—
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